Midline correction by extraction of the remaining mandibular canine: myth or reality.
Standard of practice does not always equal standard of care. When faced with a problematic situation, the dentist will either treat from experience, or else depend on what has been suggested by others. In some cases, anecdotal information may not be applicable. Recommended clinical procedures have not always been supported by adequate research. Although midline correction has been expressed as a certainty, it does not always occur. Patience on the part of the practitioner will allow the child to be observed periodically, and at the same time allow the dentition to develop naturally. Orthodontic treatment can always be used, once the permanent canines erupt.